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Rif'at al-Assad Syame ©

//I-llf‘ul was responsi-

ble for a massacre of political prisoners at Tadmur
prison in 1980 and for the brutal crushing of the
revolt in Hamah in 1982] His pretensions to intellec-
tual respectability and his personal excesses—he
boasts of having 17 “legitimate” children, for exam-
ple—have often been compared unfavorably by the
Syrians with the simple lifestyle and personal recti-
tude of his brother, the President.
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Tadmur (Palmyra) Prison

It is reported that, on the morning of 27 June 1980, 12 helicopters
from Hama, carrying 350 Saraya al-Difa' commandos, and 10
helicopters from Damascus, with 100 members of the 40th Army Corpa
and 100 members of the 138th Security Brigade, landed at Tadmur
military airport. Fighty men were instructed to move towards the
prison, 20 were to guard the helicopters and the rest were to remain
on standby. The group of B0 were divided into units of 10 and,
once inside the prison, were ordered to kill the prisoners in their
cells and dormitories. Some 600 to 1,000 prisoners are reported to
have been killed. This extrajudicial execution of these prisoners,
most of whom, it seems, were thought to have baen suspected of
belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood, was allegedly an act of
revenge for an unsuccesaful attempt on the life of President Assad
the day before.
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The government responded by sealing off the city. Some 6,000
to 8,000 soldiers, including units from the 2lst Mechanised
Brigade of the 3rd Armoured Division, the 47th Independent Armoured
Brigade, the Saraya al-Difa' and al-Wahdat al-Khagsa, were reportedly
despatched to the city. On 11 February Syrian television showed a
film of what it claimed was a cache of arms found in Hama, comprising
500 United States M16 rifles, 40 shoulder-fired rocket launchers,
with armour-piercing rockets, and a huge arsenal of ammunition and
small firearms,

According to some observers, old parts of the city were
bombarded from the air and shelled in order to facilitate the entry
of troops and tanks along the narrow streets. 'The ancient quarter
of Hadra was apparently bombarded and razed to the ground by tanks
during the firest four days of fighting. On 1% February, after
several days of heavy bombardment, Major-General Mustapha Tlas, the
Syrian Defence Minister, stated that the uprising in Hama had been
suppressed. lowever the city remained surrounded and cut off. Two
weeks of house-to-house searches and mass arrests followed, with
conflicting reports of atrocities and collective killings of unarmed,
innocent inhabitants by the security forces. It is difficult to
establish for certain what happened, but Amnesty International has
heard that there was, among other things, a collective execution of
70 people outside the municipal hospital on 19 February; that Hadra
quarter residents were executed by Saraya al-Difa' troops the same
day; that cyanide gas containers were alleged to have been brought
into the city, connected by rubber pipes to the entrances of buildings
believed to house insurgents and turned on, killing all the
buildings' occupants; that people were assembled at the military
airfield, at the sports stadium and at the military barracks and
left out in the open for days without food or shelter.

On 22 February the Syrian authorities broadcast a telegram of
support addressed to President Assad from the Hama branch of the Ba'th
Party. The message referred to Muslim Brotherhood fighters killing
party activists and their families and leaving their mutilated bodies
in the streets. It said the security forces had taken fierce
reprisals against the Brotherhood and their sympathisers "which
stopped them breathing for ever",
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https://trialinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/La-lutte-contre-limpunite-en-droit-suisse-publication.pdf
https://trialinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/La-lutte-contre-limpunite-en-droit-suisse-publication.pdf
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